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Abstract

LEGAL AND POLITICAL STRATEGIES FOR REVENGE MURDERS MITIGATION IN
SOUTH SUDAN: INSIGHTS FROM UNITY STATE

William Sunday Jial

Unicaf University in Zambia

The primary objective of this doctoral thesis is to employ methods and strategies grounded
in deterrence theory with the aim of eradicating instances of revenge murder in South Sudan. The
research study utilized a mixed-methods design, incorporating interviews and questionnaires as
the principal techniques for data collection. Participants in the study were relatives of both
perpetrators and victims of revenge murder, as well as traditional leaders, civil society, and local
authorities. This study presents empirical evidence to substantiate the notion that the adoption of
diverse strategies, such as longer periods of imprisonment for individuals involved in acts of
retaliatory homicide, expedited apprehension of perpetrators, the establishment of supplementary
correctional facilities, and the imposition of appropriate and proportional penalties, play a pivotal
role in the eradication of revenge killings. Critical analyses, including regression analysis,
reliability tests, and chi-square tests, were performed for quantitative data, whereas thematic
analysis was utilized for qualitative data. Furthermore, this study is significant because it has the
potential to make valuable contributions to criminal justice reform, provide insights for policy

frameworks and law enforcement, augment social awareness on a national scale, aid in conflict
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resolution and peacebuilding endeavors, and broaden the existing knowledge base by formulating

a theory of peace ritualization based on primary evidence.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Overview

Revenge murder is a widespread global occurrence that has caused countless deaths throughout
history. For several decades, Unity State, South Sudan, has experienced an enormous loss of
human life due to retaliatory killings. The lack of effective methods and strategies to tackle the
phenomenon is apparent. This study seeks to explore essential legal and political strategies for
reducing revenge killings in Unity State, South Sudan. The thesis consists of five chapters. The
opening chapter seeks to elucidate the phenomenon's background, articulate the problem
statement, explain the study's nature and significance, present the research questions, and outline
the primary research objectives. The second chapter reviews existing literature; the third chapter
outlines the methodological design; the fourth chapter presents, analyzes, and evaluates the study's

findings; and the fifth and final chapter discusses implications, recommendations, and conclusions.

Background

Revenge murder is a cyclical phenomenon that has a significant contribution to the global
prevalence of violent conflict-related fatalities. The term "revenge," also known as “ter” in Nuer,
can be traced back to the Latin words "vindicatio," which means "to retaliate” (Taylor, 2023;
Huddleston, 2021), or "vindicare," which carries the meanings of "to punish" or "to protect"
(Maittanen, 2022). The concept of "revenge killings" or "blood revenge" refers to a distinct form
of retribution characterized by a deliberate intention to kill a perpetrator or one of their family

members, usually a male, as a response to a serious offense committed against oneself or one's kin



(Souleimanov & Aliyev, 2015). This viewpoint is corroborated by Gollwitzer and Okimoto (2021;
Fung et al., 2023), who characterize revenge as a deliberate act of inflicting harm on an individual
in retaliation for prior harm they have caused.

Vengeance homicide possesses profound historical origins and has been prevalent across
diverse cultures and societies over time. In the annals of history, humanity has witnessed a
multitude of horrific tragedies characterized by acts of vengeance killings. According to Jackson,
J. C.,, Choi, V. K., & Gelfand, M. J. (2019), the emergence of retaliatory behavior can be traced
back to the Pleistocene Epoch, a period characterized by the onset of the Ice Age and significant
anatomical developments in the human species. The practice gained prominence in ancient times,
when the ruling elites advocated for the notion of retributive justice. Historical records frequently
recount instances of blood feuds, vendettas, and retaliatory actions in ancient societies, typically
driven by concepts of honor, justice, or perceived wrongs. Recent occurrences have significantly
contributed to the persistent reliance on retribution as a means of attaining justice. This form of
retribution has been perceived as an isolated act of malice directed at either the perpetrator or a
group connected to the offender through familial ties. Individuals, ethnic groups, or national
entities often perpetrate acts of impunity as a means of expressing their anger and emotions through
physical violence. In contemporary societies, the persistence and peril of revenge killings
persistently undermine global growth and pose a significant threat to humanity.

The subject of revenge has mostly been neglected by scholars over the course of history.
When analyzing the situation from an alternate viewpoint, it is essential to understand that
individuals who partake in harmful conduct often seek to rationalize their actions, ultimately
leading to a retaliatory response. In most cases, feelings of humiliation and injustice often serve as

strong motivating factors for individuals engaging in vengeful acts of murder. The feelings of



humiliation and injustice are influenced by three main factors: the direct experience of harm rather
than mere potential, an unequal distribution of power where the individual causing the harm holds
a higher social status, and the obligation to uphold a sense of dignity by conforming to societal
norms that demand an appearance of invincibility (Marie, 2020; Syarif and Nursidah, 2020;
Frevert, 2020). Typically, individuals seeking retribution often undergo three cognitive processes.
These processes encompass the identification of harm, the slow build-up of anger, and the
intentional decision to respond to the perceived aggression.

The phenomenon has a disproportionate impact, mainly on post-conflict societies (Boyle,
2013; Carey et al.2022; Mullet et al.2021; Nilsson & Gonzalez Marin, 2020). Research frequently
regards revenge murder as a significant catalyst for violent conflict among tribal groups, despite
being conducted on a limited scale (Souleimanov & Aliyev, 2015). In 2014, the United Nations
Security Council, in the immediate aftermath of the South Sudan civil war’s eruption, warned that
the country was on the verge of an enormous humanitarian catastrophe as a result of the spiraling
cycle of revenge killings (United Nations, 2014).

Retaliatory homicides are significantly prevalent globally, occurring on both small and
large scales. The Holocaust, the Rwandan Genocide, and the Armenian Genocide serve as
prominent illustrations of extensive instances of retaliatory killings. Retaliatory homicides are
widespread in regions experiencing armed conflicts and war-ravaged areas. The disintegration of
societal structure, the forced displacement of people, and the accessibility of firearms are some of
the factors that intensify retaliatory aggression. Most global conflicts are distinguished by acts of
warfare that constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. War crimes and atrocities
perpetrated during conflicts have the potential to trigger cycles of retaliation in the aftermath of

the war. According to Su's (2011) research, the state of anarchy arises when the established legal



framework guiding social conduct becomes ineffective or severed. This implies that instances of
retaliatory homicides arise as a result of the public's discontentment leading them to defy
established mechanisms of societal control.

Studies have revealed that cultural and traditional norms have a substantial impact on the
formation of attitudes towards revenge to protect societal honor. Some cultures have strong
adherence to the principles of honor and a sense of duty to seek retribution for perceived
wrongdoings. In certain cultural contexts, revenge killings are a means of acquiring prestige. For
instance, during the historical period of the slave trade in the Philippines, particularly among the
Agusan Manobo community residing in Mindanao, in the southern region of the Philippines, acts
of retribution killing were seen to be indicative of a sense of pride. During that period, the Manobo
people engaged in acts of aggression against neighboring villages with the intention of procuring
slaves for both personal and commercial purposes. According to Tampos (2016), within the
context of prestige killing, a chief warrior would engage in the act of assassinating an individual
of high rank from a different tribe with the intention of enhancing his own sociopolitical and
economic standing. Besides, the Manobos engage in an armed uprising to challenge the authority
of influential individuals, such as the colonial powers, as a manifestation of their cultural identity
and collective self-esteem.

The honor protection concept of revenge killing is also embedded in Palestinian culture
and used to justify revenge murder. According to Lang (2000), the Palestinian tradition holds that
seeking retribution for the killing of a family member is regarded as honorable, whereas neglecting
to do so is considered a loss of honor. The perception in question led to the emergence of a culture
centered around revenge killings, in which individuals sought to attain prominent social ranks by

garnering society's favor through killing.



Likewise, spiritual redemption plays a significant role in justifying revenge killings as a
moral or societal necessity. Among the Agnikula Brahmins of Western India, it is thought that a
victim cannot access the spiritual world unless retaliation occurs. In this culture, revenge is
deliberately exacted to facilitate the departed soul's entry into heaven. This society utilizes blood
compensation and informal mediation as effective ways for resolving revenge-related conflicts. In
numerous regions of Asia, as in various parts of the globe, enduring the loss of a loved one to
homicide is exacerbated by the anticipation of retaliatory murder. Despite employing restitution
as a resolution mechanism, the threat of cyclical retaliatory homicide remains significant, resulting
in a high fatality rate. This typically occurs when the victim's family perceives a power disparity
favoring the perpetrator, particularly when the victim's family is impoverished (CB Roger, 2020).
Opponents argue that these informal conflict resolution methods violate international human rights
treaty standards, allowing influential individuals to manipulate outcomes in their favor, victimizing
the complaint and eroding their confidence, despite their perceived vitality. Informal dispute
resolution is crucial not only in India but also in other Asian nations where retaliatory homicides
are recurrent. In addition to informal dispute settlement, Asian nations, like all countries globally,
employ governmental control techniques, including proportional punishment for offenses, to
dissuade criminal activity.

In Latin America, the key mitigating measures are state control and social constraints. In
countries such as Brazil and Mexico, the government uses iron fist measures such as severe
punishment to compel compliance with the rule of law as well as attempting to dissuade
criminality. This tactic aligns with deterrent theory, which emphasizes the significance of legal
strategies in law enforcement. Most Latin American states utilize social constraints, such as

education. Empirical research links this technique to opportunity literature, which argues that



schools establish and sustain social norms. However, proponents of social control argue that
education enhances attachment and commitment among young people identified as perpetrators of
homicides (Rivera, M., 2016).

Regionally, blood compensation and reconciliation serve as the principal tactics for
minimizing revenge killings. These traditional dispute resolution strategies employed by most
countries in Africa are cross-cutting. Numerous government authorities on the continent also play
a role in mitigating the phenomenon, though they face a lot of challenges when attempting to
implement legal strategies. Traditional dispute resolution processes are predominantly utilized in
rural areas, whilst government-controlled methods are implemented in metropolitan settings. Local
processes encompass peace reconciliation and reparation. The post-1994 Rwandan Genocide
approach to conflict resolution serves as a significant paradigm for demonstration. This
establishment of a popular Gacaca traditional court was pivotal in mitigating future occurrences
of revenge. Gacaca, a traditional community court system, seeks to restore societal cohesion by
enabling survivors to uncover the truth regarding the deaths of their relatives, while allowing
perpetrators to confess their offenses and seek forgiveness from the families of their victims and
the broader community. A further strategy to alleviate the recurrence of vengeance and enhance
traditional methods was the setting up of an International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda by the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC). This court possessed the authority to punish individuals
who perpetrated or directed major violations of Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 concerning the Protection of War Victims and Additional Protocol II of 8 June
1977. It was tasked with prosecuting high-level offenders who are ineligible for justice in Gacaca

conventional courts.



Zimbabwe's peace gardening strategy has also emerged as a premier approach regionally
for tackling conflict issues arising from politics and elections. Rukuni (2022) asserts that politics
and elections are the principal catalysts of conflict in Zimbabwe. These issues are perpetuated by
hate speech and party politics, which act as instruments to incite violence. The peace gardening
intervention technique, which enhances youth empowerment and cultivates a culture of peace, has
demonstrated efficacy in addressing post-conflict challenges. This approach aims to dismantle
divisions among polarized youth, who frequently resort to violence in the absence of nonviolent
alternatives.

In South Africa, there are two concepts, namely ‘“ukuphilisana and ukusisa”—both
originate from Xhosa and Zulu, respectively. Among the Xhosa, the concept of ukuphilisana
represents an indigenous approach to healing the inner self. This idea possesses substantial
philosophical foundations, illustrating a view of knowledge as dynamic. The concept illustrates
the essential function of language in conveying indigenous African epistemologies (Cakata, 2024,
p. 143). On the other hand, the concept of Ukusisa as adopted by the Zulu people implies sharing.
The idea derives from the ancient African tradition of sharing food, particularly cow's milk.
Individuals express care and love for one another through the distribution of limited resources.
Both phrases possess profound significance and facilitate societal healing through compromises.

The phenomenon of revenge killings has been deeply ingrained within the cultural fabric
of South Sudan for an extensive period of time. Like in the Philippines, people hold the practice
in high esteem and consider it prestigious. Individuals who seek retribution for the unlawful killing
of their beloved family members are highly esteemed and seen as heroic figures within the societal
framework, while those who are unable to exact vengeance upon the perpetrators are deemed

dishonorable for having brought shame upon themselves in the eyes of society. During public



gatherings and community assemblies, individuals may be ridiculed for failing to avenge their
loved ones. Indeed, the act of failing to seek blood revenge is considered shameful within certain
cultural contexts, as it’s link to the loss of one's honor (Kamir2023; Lang, 2000; Oral, 2022; Ostbg,
2020; Pely, 2016).

In instances where the rule of law is absent, societies perceive revenge killings as a
justifiable means to bridge the justice gap. In essence, personal psychological causes such as rage,
betrayal, or a strong desire for retribution motivates revenge killings. The need for a perceived
notion of fairness or the psychological consequence of trauma contributes to a cycle of violence,
wherein individuals or group seek retribution to reclaim a sense of power or restore a perceived
equilibrium. Lawless societies uphold the notion that employing the biblical principle of "an eye
for an eye," as endorsed by the Mosaic and Hammurabi codes, is a suitable strategy for settling
murder cases and addressing the grievances of victims' families, as there has been an enduring
inclination among individuals to seek retribution against those who have inflicted harm upon them
or their loved ones. The notion of "life for life" or "an eye for an eye" was inherent in the legal
systems of many ancient civilizations. Presently, this olden idea is still prevalent in numerous
indigenous groups, although some societies don’t openly endorse it. Similarly, acts of vengeance
frequently intersect with wider societal dynamics, encompassing matters of authority, disparity,
and institutional aggression. The existence of social systems that marginalize specific groups or
individuals have the potential to ignite a recurring pattern of violence.

Blood compensation has historically been a common strategy for retaliatory homicide
resolution. In South Sudan, particularly among Nuer and Dinka communities, there is a customary
practice that transfers between eighty and hundred herds of cattle from the offender's family to the

victim's family in cases of retaliatory homicides. The practice of blood restitution typically



involves communalization, in which the responsibility for paying reparation extends beyond the
individual perpetrator and their immediate family. Under customary law, all relatives of the culprit,
whether immediate or extended, are mandated to fulfil their obligation to provide blood
compensation. This norm is applicable regardless of their awareness of the retaliatory homicide.
The customary framework imposes punitive penalties on persons who decline to contribute
remuneration, thereby undermining the significance of consent. To suppress resistance, authorities
would impound individuals' livestock or valuable assets to pay off their financial obligations.
Finally, the entire section of the community assumes a shared responsibility to collectively
account for an individual's wrongdoing, mobilizing cattle for blood compensation. Such cattle,
paid as blood compensation, serve multiple purposes in the settlement of revenge murders. The
process of reparation is presided over by traditional chiefs who also act as adjudicators for murder
crimes in remote areas. One important role of these cattle is to marry a wife for the homicide victim
in the event that he passes away before he could tie the knot. Sometimes, these cattle may not be
sufficient to secure a wife for the widow if they are of substantial quality (Pendle, 2018), as most
cattle used for blood compensation are often characterized by compromised health conditions.
Despite the significant financial obligations associated with marriage within the community, the
Nuer highly values maintaining the continuity of familial lineage. Consequently, the failure to
acquire adequate livestock for the murder victim's marriage correlates with the recurrence of
cyclical revenge killings. Alongside blood compensation, reconciliations are also conducted in
some cases between the family of the victim and the family of the perpetrator to restore relations.
On the other hand, legal authorities play a very limited role in mitigating revenge murder. Most
murders go unaccounted as perpetrators evade justice almost whenever a murder is exacted. Such

failure of legal authorities to implement effective legal strategies appears to be blamed on poor
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road infrastructure, telecommunication networks, the spread of small firearms, and many other
factors. law enforcement

Ultimately, most states globally are prepared to establish effective measures to prevent
offenders from evading justice. Nonetheless, the challenge is that legal processes, in most cases,
are typically sluggish and more expensive compared to individuals' access to informal mechanisms
for dispute resolution (Rivera, M., 2016). Additionally, other impediments include criticism from
human rights advocates, who allege that government authorities employ illegal and unnecessarily
repressive techniques, thereby infringing upon human rights. Despite these challenges, the search
for better strategies to address the phenomenon is critical, given its devastating impact around the

world.

Statement of the Problem

Revenge murder has a profound impact on various communities in South Sudan. Among
the ten states and three administrative areas that constitute South Sudan, Unity State stands out as
one of the country's key hotspots, having endured the brunt of the phenomenon for an extended
period. The cyclical pattern of revenge killings has resulted in significantly high mortality rates,
population displacement, stunted economic progress, pervasive insecurity, and the disintegration
of social cohesion. Recurring acts of vengeance have severely restricted civilian movement in
affected areas and turned farmlands into hunting grounds for criminals, thereby limiting food
production.

Despite its long-standing existence, the 2013 South Sudan civil war, characterized by
socio-political dimensions, has exacerbated the retributive practice. In 2022, Unity State

experienced the loss of more than 200 people due to retaliatory killings. Although the



11

repercussions of the practice affect all individuals, perpetrators predominantly target males as their
victims. Within this gender, the avengers typically prioritize the elimination of breadwinners or
influential figures within the opposing group, whom they deem as very important persons (VIP).
These categories of victims primarily include intellectuals, businessmen, senior government
officials, and high-ranking military personnel. As part of these categories, humanitarian workers
predominantly bear the consequences of retribution murder owing to their dedication to providing
services to communities amid pervasive insecurity. Between 2019 and 2022, a total of eleven
humanitarian workers were fatally murdered in acts of vengeance. Such actions obstruct the
provision of services to the community that is in dire need of humanitarian assistance.

Multiple dynamics have contributed to the swift escalation of the revenge murder
phenomenon. These factors include the prevalence of firearms, communalized blood
compensation settlements, deficient law enforcement, a flawed legal system, and unsettled pass-
revenge killings. Historical patterns in South Sudan have shown that unresolved disputes and
grievances have the potential to resurface during periods of instability as perceptions of previous
injustices stimulate a desire for retribution and perpetuation of cycles of violence.

In spite of the significant threat that revenge killings pose to the nation, there is still a lack
of systematic efforts to eradicate this phenomenon (Uniacke, 2000). The resolution of revenge
murder cases is characterized by political maneuvering (Pendle, 2018). Regrettably, even when
law enforcement agencies successfully apprehend the culprits, they sometimes release them
without following the due process of law. Such immature release of perpetrators does not only
imply injustice to victims' families, but also undermines the legal system's legitimacy. It also
encourages the victims' relatives to utilize vigilante justice to seek vengeance and reclaim their

dignity. Bar and Heyd (1986) contend that the rationale for seeking vengeance often stems from
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the perceived inadequacy of the legal system in providing substantive justice. Considering the
persistent threat posed by a culture of vengeance to societal stability, economic development, and
a just legal system, the researcher undertakes this study to devise effective legal and political

strategies to mitigate the phenomenon's inevitable consequences.

Purpose of the study
The purpose of this study, employing a mixed-methods research design, is to offer methods

and strategies aimed at eradicating instances of revenge killings in Unity State, South Sudan.

Objectives of the study

The specific objectives of this research are to:

» Investigate the factors influencing revenge murders in Unity State, South Sudan

» Understand how the relatives of victims and perpetrators are affected by revenge
murders.

» Solicit the perspectives of government officials, civil society, traditional authorities and
relatives of both victims and perpetrators on revenge murders mitigation.

> Explore the essential legal and political deterrent strategies to mitigate revenge

murders.

Nature and Significance of the research
This study aims to comprehend the catalysts behind revenge murder and the community's
viewpoints on the phenomenon, with the objective of proposing techniques and strategies to

interrupt the propagation of violence. The ultimate goal is to cultivate a society that is both safer
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and more compassionate, where conflicts are resolved by effective communication and

understanding rather than retaliation.

Nature of the study

This study utilizes a multifaceted style, integrating criminology, and sociology to
illuminate the intricacies of revenge homicides. The process entails a comprehensive analysis of
past and present events, taking into account elements such as social, economic, and political
circumstances, as well as individual psychological characteristics that lead to the perpetuation of
cycles of retribution. This research is vital in fostering an in-depth understanding of revenge
murder and its implications for both individuals and the community. It facilitates endeavors to curb
such behaviors and enhance the overall well-being and security of communities.

The study adopted a mixed-methods strategy, blending qualitative and quantitative
methodologies. The primary aim of this method (mixed-approach) is to gather diverse yet
complementary data pertaining to a specific issue (Morse, 1991, p. 122). Qualitative data were
obtained through the utilization of face-to-face interviews, and quantitative data were collected
through the implementation of self-administered and/or research-administered questionnaires. The
study's results were analyzed using the SSPS and Taguette software. By integrating both
contextualized qualitative and quantitative data, researchers obtained valuable conceptual and
analytical insights during their research studies. The prevailing viewpoint suggests that the benefits
associated with blending the two approaches frequently surpass the drawbacks associated with the
alternative. The achievement of this objective was facilitated by employment of a triangulation

design.
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Significance of the study

The study's key significance is its proposal of a Peace Ritualization Theory. Gaining
insight into revenge killings is critical for multiple reasons, as it provides a detailed understanding
of the underlying factors that contribute to violence beyond superficial examinations. By
identifying crucial triggers and risk variables, it provides prospective opportunities for intervention
and prevention. The research seeks to make a valuable contribution to the wider discussion on
reforming the criminal justice system, creating policies and laws that engage citizens, promoting
initiatives for resolving conflicts and building peace, increasing awareness about revenge killings,
improving mental health interventions, expanding the existing knowledge base, and deepening our
understanding of the impact of revenge-driven violence on individuals and society in its entirety.

Also, research on retaliatory homicides provides valuable insights into broader societal
security concerns. It aids in the identification of trends, patterns, and prospective hotspots where
these actions are more likely to occur, facilitating a more proactive approach to upholding peace
and security. This research is essential in cultivating a thorough comprehension of the revenge
killing phenomenon and its ramifications for individuals and society as a whole. The methods and
strategies it revealed could provide guidance for attempts to prevent such behaviors and enhance
the overall well-being and safety of communities. The project has the potential to offer substantial
benefits to the region that has been plagued by retaliatory homicides. The subsequent domains

encompass the expected advantages and significance of the research.

1. Inform Policy and Law Enforcement: Research findings will provide guidance for the
formulation of policies and strategies that enable law enforcement agencies to effectively

address revenge homicides. The study will also offer valuable insights on how the legal and
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justice systems might effectively address cases involving revenge, ensuring equitable and
efficient outcomes. The findings also have the potential to aid the lawmakers with legal and
political strategies that, if adopted, would ensure citizens’ compliance with the rule of
law. Comprehending the patterns, motivations, and dynamics of revenge killings can assist in
developing more knowledgeable and effective methods for investigating and preventing such
crimes.

Contribute to Criminal Justice Reform: Understanding the fundamental causes and
dynamics of revenge murders can provide valuable insights that can be used to drive broader
initiatives in criminal justice reform. This study aims to elucidate the fundamental reasons and
contributing components of cyclical revenge killings. Through the identification of these
underlying causes, legal authorities and other stakeholders can formulate focused interventions
and preventive actions to effectively tackle them. To effectively prevent vengeance-driven
crimes and tackle their underlying causes, policymakers can devise legal and political measures
by comprehending the motives and triggers for revenge.

Promote conflict resolution and peacebuilding initiatives: The findings of this study will
benefit the State Ministry of Peacebuilding and Ministry of Local Government and Law
Enforcement Agencies, as well as peace partners, civil society, and other entities. The study's
results, if applied effectively, could enhance these entities' peacebuilding programmatic
activities during both the planning and implementation phases. Understanding legal and
political deterrent techniques can inform interventions aimed at reducing crime and violent
conflict in society.

Enhance Mental Health Interventions: Acts of vengeance frequently arise from a recurring

pattern of aggression driven by intense wrath, animosity, and a want for retribution. The
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research holds the capacity to enlighten mental health practitioners regarding the psychological
elements implicated in revenge, hence facilitating the development of more effective
interventions for persons grappling with spiteful thoughts or behaviors. Through doing
research and increasing public knowledge, these experts can actively contribute to reducing
the social stigma around mental health problems and creating a nurturing atmosphere for
persons who may be prone to retaliatory violence. This has the potential to enhance mental
health treatments and interventions.

Promote Awareness: The study also seeks to promote awareness of the gravity of retaliatory
homicides, thereby stimulating public discussion and initiatives to tackle the problem.
Awareness campaigns can draw attention to the human rights violations linked to retaliatory
homicides. This has the potential to galvanize human rights groups, activists, and communities
to collaborate in tackling these concerns and fostering a culture that upholds the dignity of
human life. It is imperative to promote awareness on the eradication of revenge killings due to
multiple causes. First and foremost, it is beneficial to enlighten individuals about the
catastrophic repercussions of retaliatory homicides, both on a personal and communal scale.
By comprehending the enduring consequences of such behaviors, individuals may be more
inclined to pursue alternate methods of resolving conflicts. In addition, raising awareness can
play a role in disrupting the cycle of violence. A significant number of retaliatory homicides
are driven by a recurring pattern of vengeance, in which one act of violence precipitates
another. Through the promotion of consciousness, individuals may be motivated to liberate
themselves from this detrimental pattern and pursue tranquil and productive methods to resolve

disputes.
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Additionally, the cultivation of awareness might promote the development of empathy and
comprehension. Understanding the underlying factors and intricacies of revenge killings might
foster greater empathy towards individuals caught in such circumstances. This capacity for
empathy can facilitate the initiation of communication, the resolution of conflicts, and the
establishment of a sense of community. Consciousness is a potent instrument for promoting
and influencing policy reform. When a substantial portion of the population is made aware of
the matter, there is a possibility for collective mobilization to advocate for legislation and
programs that tackle the root causes of revenge killings. This include providing support for
conflict resolution initiatives, advocating for educational and social welfare institutions, and
striving to establish a fair and egalitarian society. Essentially, developing awareness is the
initial stage in constructing a culture that prioritizes peace, empathy, and productive conflict
resolution rather than retribution and violence. It is crucial to promote awareness about the
elimination of revenge killings in order to establish a safer, fairer, and more empathetic society.
To achieve positive change, the issue must be approached from several aspects, such as legal,
psychological, and cultural, in order to handle it comprehensively.

Contribute to the body of knowledge: Conducting research on the eradication of revenge
murder is indeed an essential means of broadening our comprehension of the diverse and
intricate issues associated with this phenomenon. The study endeavored to ascertain the
fundamental elements that contribute to acts of vengeance resulting in homicides. These
influences can encompass societal, cultural, economic, and psychological aspects. Moreover,
the study contributed to legal and policy discourse by offering insights into the efficacy of
current laws and regulations concerning revenge killings. The research has identified

legislative deficiencies and proposed modifications to improve the legal framework for
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addressing and preventing such activities. The study has proposed “Peace Ritualization
Theory” — a model constructed from blending rituals and dialogue as a means of addressing
revenge murder-related disputes in society. This theory contends that the incorporation of
spiritual punishment in community peace dialogues serves as a supplementary component to
the legal system, effectively deterring illicit conduct and fostering enduring peace within the
community. The notion posits that the amalgamation of spiritual or divine sanction with the
legal framework has a more significant deterrent effect than the application of one method
independently. Such an original and valuable addition to the realm of knowledge is a critical
contribution to the knowledge base. If applied, this theory can serve as a valuable mechanism

for addressing vengeance killings in South Sudan and beyond.

Research Questions

» QI1. What are the primary causes of cyclic revenge murder in Unity State, South Sudan?

» Q2. How does revenge murder affect the relatives of both victims and perpetrators?

» Q3. What are the perspectives of government officials, civil society, traditional
authorities and relatives of both victims and perpetrators on revenge murders
mitigation?

» Q4. What are the essential legal and political deterrent strategies to mitigate vengeance

murders?
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Summary

Chapter one serves as an introductory section, encompassing an overview, background,
problem statement, study purpose, specific objectives, significance, nature of the study, and
research questions. The overview section delineated the chapter's components, whereas the
background section provided literature on the origins of the term "revenge murder," societal
perceptions of the phenomenon, and the measures employed by various societies and governments
globally to mitigate it.

In the problem statement section, the researcher articulated essential justifications that
warranted the study. These include the persistent assassination of prominent figures, including
government leaders, legislators, military people, businesses, intellectuals, and graduates.
Additional issues encompass inadequate systematic efforts to eliminate revenge killings,
ineffective management of revenge murder cases, and a lack of robust measures to reduce revenge
murders.

The chapter described the study's objective, which is to investigate legal and political
strategies to eliminate cases of revenge killings in Unity State, South Sudan. This chapter also
outlined the specific objectives of the study. Such objectives encompass examining the factors that
affect revenge homicides in Unity State, South Sudan; assessing the repercussions of these
homicides on the families of both victims and perpetrators; gathering insights from government
officials, civil society, traditional leaders, and relatives of both victims and perpetrators regarding
the prevention of revenge homicides; and investigating critical legal and political deterrent
strategies to reduce these homicides.

This chapter also addresses the significance of the study. The primary importance of this

study lies in its potential to advance criminal justice reform. The research is valuable for informing
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policy and law enforcement, increasing awareness of mental health interventions, enhancing
peacebuilding initiatives, promoting conflict resolution, and contributing to the development of
peace ritualization theory.

Moreover, chapter one explores the nature of the study, correlating with its importance.
The study's broad methodology, incorporating criminology, sociology, and peacebuilding, is
essential for elucidating the complexity of revenge murder. This approach entails a comprehensive
investigation of historical and contemporary events, considering aspects such as social, economic,
and political contexts, as well as individual psychological characteristics that influence cycles of
revenge.

Ultimately, the chapter concludes with the presentation of four research questions. The
initial inquiry focuses on the elements that precipitate or influence revenge murder, along with the
inquiry itself. The second question examines the effect of the retaliatory homicide on the families
of both victims and perpetrators. The third question explores the perspectives of diverse
stakeholders, including government officials, civil society, traditional authorities, and the families
of both victims and perpetrators, concerning the prevention of revenge killings. The final inquiry,
which functions as the study's model, examined the essential legal and political deterrent

techniques for mitigating revenge killings in South Sudan, with insight from Unity State.
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE

The primary objective of this research study, employing a mixed-strategies approach, is to
investigate the various methods and approaches utilized in the eradication of revenge killings in
South Sudan, with a particular focus on Unity State. The chapter provides a comprehensive
assessment of the existing literature that is pertinent to the subject matter being examined. In
addition to presenting the theoretical foundation and providing a summary, the chapter delved into
six distinct themes, each aimed at comprehending the phenomenon of retribution killing. These
themes encompass perspectives regarding revenge killings; the underlying causes of revenge
killings; the effect of revenge killings; the involvement of various actors in the efforts to eliminate
revenge killings; the influence of divine sanction, customary law, and statutory law in addressing
revenge killings, along with their respective strengths and weaknesses; and the existence of
contrasting viewpoints on the subject of revenge killings.

A comprehensive literature search was conducted to identify a wide range of published,
unpublished, and influential peer-reviewed sources related to the six chosen subjects. The search
process involved the utilization of a variety of electronic databases and library catalogs, such as
ProQuest, APA PsycNet, Wiley, Jstor, Britannica, and Academic Search Complete. The library
catalogs utilized in this study included the Unicaf University Online Library, Sage Journals,
Emerald Insight, Hein Online, the University of Cambridge Library, and dissertations pertaining
to the topic of blood revenge. In order to identify influential publications pertaining to the research

topic, some web search engines, such as Google Scholar and Web of Science, were utilized. The
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researcher also utilized critical web search engines such as Google, Semantic, Baidu Scholar, and
Microsoft Academic.

The search queries encompassed topics related to revenge killing, including blood revenge,
various perspectives on revenge killing, the underlying causes of revenge killing, the consequences
and impact of revenge killing, as well as the concept of blood recompense. The researcher also
utilized a number of search strategies including keywords, citation, subject headings, as well as
truncated and wildcard searches. Furthermore, the researcher organized the literature review using

a broad-to-specific style.

Theoretical Framework

The utilization of theories serves as a guiding framework for scientific inquiry, and the
process of selecting a suitable theory for a study can present certain difficulties. The present study
is grounded in deterrence theory, since it is well acknowledged in scholarly literature that
deterrence serves as a fundamental framework for upholding the legal system and ensuring the
continued existence of society. The author's perspective on cycle vengeance is evident in their
theory, which contrasts with alternative criminal justice theories such as rest